DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

was necessary for her, and Dr. Macleod very tact-
fully entreated her always to come to Balmoral to
get it. Till his death in 1872 she looked on him as
a man on whose understanding and sympathy she
could always rely.

Here, as the second volume of her Journal in the
Highlands testifies, she began to take pleasure again
in the present without seeking to find in it only
melancholy reminders of the past.   The old glamour
of picnics and adventures and explorations began to
brighten, and, with her children to accompany her,
she started the great expeditions once more, sleeping
at some inn or shooting-lodge in the wilds, and again
her Journal blossoms out into minute accounts of
these experiences.   Once the luggage went wrong
and did not arrive till four in the morning, which
was  uncomfortable,   but  her  daughter   and John
Brown made her early coffee beautifully, and Brown
helped her over a wall to have tea out of the wind,
and she saw eight stags, and the plaids fell out of the
carriage, and Brown led her pony so fast that they
outdistanced all the others.    She built a cc compact
little house " at Glassault Shiel in a Highland glen
two hours5 drive from Balmoral, which Albert had
marked down as a beautiful site, and thus she was
fulfilling his intention.   The  compact  little  house
could accommodate nineteen persons, and there was
a house-warming,   and  a  dance  for  the  servants
afterwards which she attended.   Brown begged her
to drink some whisky-toddy in commemoration of
the " fire kindling."

Even while the Queen had been arranging the
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